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Fellowship of Christ’s United Servants      Winter 2019 Volume 15 Issue 1 

FOCUS FOCUS 
Dear Greater First Baptist Church Members and Friends, 
 
As you are aware, The Greater First FOCUS has been on hiatus for the last 
year.  This edition features articles covering events that occurred during 
2019. 
 
The next edition of the FOCUS will be published this summer featuring an 
exciting new look and fresh, new writers. 
 
Until we meet again, stay safe!  Remember II Chronicles 20:9: 
 
“If, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we 

stand before this house, and in thy presence, (for thy name is in this house,) and cry 

unto thee in our affliction, then thou wilt hear and help.” 
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Operational and Support  

Ministries 

Audio-Visual 

Bereavement 

Birthday  

Flower  

Greater First FOCUS 

Hospitality 

Kitchen  

Mary E. Peyton Nurses  

Pastor’s Aide 

IPM Ministry 

(Intercessors Praying Mightily) 

Transportation 

Usher Board—Junior & Youth 

Usher Board—Senior 

 

Educational 

Baptist Training  Union 
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Daughters of Zion 

Men’s  

New Members 

Scholarship 

Sunday School 
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Missionary Ministries 

Eliza Smallwood 

Outreach 

Warriors for Christ (Youth) 

 

Music and Dance Ministries 

Fellowship Choir 

Gospel Chorus 

Judah Worship & Praise 

Men’s Chorus 

Senior Choir 

Voices of Praise Dancers 

Volunteer Choir 

Youth & Young Adult Choir 

 

MINISTRIES 

Mr. Nathaniel Isong 
Mrs. Utenge Isong 
Ms. Jocelyn King 

Ms. Markeithia Baker 
Ms. Candice Milstead 

Ms. Hoa “Tina” Nguyen 
Mr. Emmanual Sidney 

Mr. J'Kwan Smith 
Ms. Darla Sierra 

Ms. Shakita Adkinson 
Ms. Aleithia Manley 

Ms. Chaqoya Duckworth 

 
Loved Ones We Lost in 2019 

 

 

Edith Tabscott 
Deaconess Roberta Tolliver 

Ms. Dorothy Shields 
Ms. Mary Roache 

Mr. Ennas McSwain 
Lady Mary McCord 

Ms. Maudenia Makins 
Ms. Shakita Adkinson 

Ms. Edith Nesby 
Dr. Jacqueline Ransom 

Ms. Wanda Johnson 
Trustee Euless Pratt 

In 
Memoriam 
 

 

 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe 

in God, believe also in me. 

In my Father's house are many mansions:  

if it were not so, I would have told you. I go 

to prepare a place for you. 

 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 

will come again, and receive you unto my-

self; that where I am, there ye may be also. 

John 14:1-3 (KJV) 
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GFBC PASTOR’S REPORT 

of the 

139TH ANNUAL SESSION  

NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION USA, INC. 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 

SEPTEMBER 2-6, 2019 

Dr. Jerry Young, President 

Dr. Harry Blake, Vice-President-at-Large 

Dr. Calvin McKinney, General Secretary 

Convention Theme: “Envisioning the Future  

Exceptionally: Through Our Commitment  

to Stewardship” 

(Jeremiah 29:11; I Corinthians 4:1-2) 

 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2019 

 

On Monday, September 2, 2019, we went to the New Or-

leans Ernest N. Morial Convention Center to receive our 

registration packets, ID badges and information for the 

Annual Session week. Thanks again to our GFBC Church 

Clerk/Secretary Linda H. Watkins for taking care of regis-

tering The Greater First Baptist Church which includes 

First Lady Ridley and I as delegates to the Convention. As 

is customary, the Convention week begins on Labor Day 

and so most of the delegates and attendees arrive for the 

week. And even though there was an Executive Commit-

tee Breakfast Meeting; State Presidents’ Luncheon Meet-

ing; a Devotional Message at the NBC, USA, Inc. Board 

Meeting and other activities, the Official Opening does not 

begin on Labor Day Monday. 

 

NBC, USA, Inc. Board Meeting 

2:00-4:30 PM 

 

At the Board Meeting President Young addressed the fol-

lowing: 

 

Again this year the President is encouraging our churches 

to utilize the services of National Baptist Convention’s 

Credit Union. And also to use the NBC, USA, Inc’s VI-

SA credit card provided through Liber ty Bank (an Af-

rican American owned bank). The interest rate for the 

credit card is 9.9%. The credit card has the logo of the 

Convention emblazoned on it. 

 

Convention Registration for Churches and Delegates: 

this year (2019) was up to an estimated 20,000 compared 

to last year in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Of course, being 

that New Orleans, LA is a popular destination for this 139th 

Annual Session and this being a NBC, USA, Inc. Presiden-

tial election year could have been factors. 

 

Combined Disaster Relief Efforts are under  way in the 

aftermath of Hurricane Dorian. The efforts are lead by the 

NBC, USA Missions Boards and the State Presidents of 

Baptist Conventions.  

 

American Baptist Theological Seminary (NBCUSA, 

Inc.’s College) Resolution of Issues: 

 

A. The College is making concer ted effor ts to boost the 

registration of Student Enrollment.   

B. The Convention going to cour t about its suppor t of 

the College and how many board members are going to be 

officially active in its (College) affairs.  

C.  The College is cur rently trying to sell the Morr is 

Building for a possible $12 Million but the deal is on hold 

because the current Mayor of Nashville, TN is in a re-

election race. The Mayor is in favor of the sale and is work-

ing to make it happen. So, his re-election could prove to be 

important to the success of the sale. 

 

Election Commission Rules for President of NBC, USA, 

Inc. As was stated in my repor t from last year , “All Can-

didates Running for the Office of President NBC, USA, Inc. 

in 2019 must have one (1) endorsement letter from each of 

the 100 Baptist Churches endorsing them by December 31, 

2018.” As a result of the Commission Rules, there were ze-

ro (0) qualifying candidates to contest the incumbent Presi-

dent Jerry Young in this year’s election. 

 

140th Annual Session of NBCUSA, Inc. will Convene in 

Washington, DC in 2020   

 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2019 

 

TUESDAY MORNING 

Vice President, Western Region 

Rev. John Reed, Presiding 

The Official Opening of the 139th Annual Session 

(The Parent Body and All Departments Convene) 

 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE OFFICIAL OPENING 139th ANNUAL 

SESSION: 

Pastor’s Report from the National Baptist Convention  
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The Reverend Harry Blake of Louisiana presented the 

President of NBC, USA, Inc. Convention.  

President Dr. Jerry Young, of Mississippi, sounded the 

gavel signaling the Convention Call to Order. Remarks 

made by the President calling attention to the Host City also 

known as “The Crescent City." 

 

Prayers were offered for  the Convention, the Nation, the 

Election and then a Memorial. 

 

A Local Welcome Program: Presented on behalf of The 

Host Committee along with Dr. C. S. Gordon, Chairman. 

 

Response to the Local Welcome Program: Was made 

this year by Reverend Calvin McKinney, NJ, NBC, USA 

General Secretary. Last year Secretary McKinney was ab-

sent due to illness and the Assistant Secretary, Larry Haw-

kins, MS gave the Response.  

 

Exposition of Convention Theme:  “Envisioning the Fu-

ture Exceptionally” Jeremiah 29:11 by Rev. Derrick Wil-

liams, OH 

 

Annual Sermon by Rev. Billy Russell:  The Annual Ser -

mon is preached by the previous year’s National Baptist 

Convention, USA, Inc. 138th Annual Session’s Host Pastor. 

Since Minneapolis, Minnesota hosted in 2018, the State 

Convention President preaches the Annual Sermon of the 

139th Annual Session. The Preacher is The Reverend Billy 

G. Russell, President of the Minnesota State Baptist Con-

vention. He is the Pastor of Greater Friendship Missionary 

Baptist Church in Minneapolis, MN. 

 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON 

 

Vice President, Southwest Region 

Rev. William Thompson, Presiding 

 

Parent Body Session:  I skipped this Session to accompa-

ny First Lady Bonita L. Ridley to the Woman’s Auxiliary 

General Session, 2:30 PM, Louisiana Convention Center. 

 

Official Opening  

Woman’s Auxiliary, NBC, USA, Inc.  

Presiding, Sister Cynthia Perkins Smith, President 

 

Apparently, many of the Pastors and Ministers that were at 

the Parent Body Session and elsewhere in the Convention 

had the same idea as me.  In addition to supporting our 

wives, the Women’s Auxiliary, and their President we 

wanted be there because the word had spread that the 

Messenger for their Opening Session was the great 

Preacher, The Reverend Dr. Tellis J. Chapman of Detroit, 

Michigan. A tradition of great Michigan preachers at the 

Woman’s Auxiliary started when the Late Dr. Mary Olivia 

Ross of Michigan was the Third President of the Women 

and she served in that office from 1961 through 1995. She 

would have a great Preacher in her opening Session like 

the Late Dr. Frederick G. Sampson the Pastor of the Tab-

ernacle Baptist Church of Detroit, Michigan.  And now 

President Cynthia Perkins Smith of Detroit, Michigan has 

renewed that tradition again this year. President Smith’s 

Husband is the Reverend Dr. Robert Smith, Jr. the Pastor 

of the New Bethel Baptist Church of Detroit (the church 

of the Late Dr. C. L. Franklin and Queen of Soul the Late 

Aretha Franklin fame). 

    

A little history lesson here: Dr. Ross was preceded by the 

Second President the Late Dr. Nannie Helen Burroughs. 

As one of the founders of the Woman’s Convention 

(Auxiliary), Dr. Burroughs served for 40 years as Corre-

sponding Secretary before becoming President of the 

Woman’s Auxiliary and served in that office 13 years. It 

was said of her, “Where she led people followed!” She 

was the only child of parents who were born in slavery. 

She passed away in 1961 and her Homegoing Services 

were at Nineteenth Street Baptist Church in Washington, 

DC where she was a member. 

 

The Gospel Message 

By Rev. Dr. Tellis J. Chapman 

Pastor, Galilee Baptist Church, Detroit, MI 

Chairman, Pastors and Ministers Division, NBC, USA, Inc. 

 

Sermon Subject: “Let It All Out” 

John 12:1-9 

 

Dr. Chapman recalls the story of a man who took his wife 

to a psychiatrist. He told the doctor his complaint. The 

man said, “She won’t cook, she won’t clean and forget 

about romance!” He said, “Doctor, she doesn’t respond to 

me and I can’t seem to get anything out of her.” The doc-

tor then began to run his fingers though her hair, and 

spoke softly in her ear and said, “What can I fix for you?” 

Pastor’s Report from the National Baptist Convention  
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And suddenly woman began to smile and respond positive-

ly to the doctor. So the doctor gave these orders to her hus-

band: “All you have to do is: do what I did to her everyday 

and all of your problems with her will be solved and she 

will respond to you positively!” So the Husband said, 

“OK, Doc, I’ll bring her back to you every day but Thurs-

day and Saturday because those are the days I go fishin’. 

And I ain’t missing my fishin’ days for nothin’! …Well, 

you can see why this man couldn’t get nothing out of his 

wife! 

 

Our subject is: “Let It All Out!” 

 

You were placed on the planet to give praise and glory to 

God. Whatever your adamic agenda may be your purpose 

was to give God the glory.  The Bible in: 

 

Psalm 150:6 says, “Let everything that hath breath 

praise the Lord. Praise ye the Lord”; 

Psalm 34:1 says, “I will bless the Lord at all times; 

His praise shall continually be in my mouth”; 

Psalm 107:1-2 says, “O give thanks unto the Lord 

for he is good! For His mercy endures forever. Let the 

redeemed of the Lord say so, Whom He has redeemed 

from the hand of the enemy;” 

Psalm 100 says, “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord 

all ye lands! Serve the Lord with gladness; Come be-

fore His presence with singing. Know ye that the Lord;   

He is God. It is He who has made us and not we our-

selves; We are His people and the sheep of His pas-

ture. Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into 

His courts with praise. Be thankful unto Him and bless 

His name. For the Lord is good: His mercy is everlast-

ing, And His truth endures to all generations!” 

 

So it is clear Brothers and Sisters that God is worthy of all 

our praise! And when comes to Him we should “Let It All 

Out!” 

 

You might think that most important question in this mes-

sage is: “Are we praising God?” But the real question 

raised in our text is: “Is God praising you?” 

 

Well right off the bat, I can tell you what God is not prais-

ing!  God is NOT praising: 

 

Dead Beat Dads: That will use a woman’s body as a 

sperm donor location and then won’t do what is necessary 

to take care of the child once they’ve been born. 

 

Weak Congressional Officials: Who won’t pass com-

mon sense gun legislation to take military weapons off the 

street and out of the hands of hateful and mentally dis-

turbed persons that commit mass shootings and acts of 

violence against innocent people. 

 

Leadership among evangelicals that promote the agen-

da of the Divided States of America. Those who fight 

against abortion but won’t fight for the lives of the babies 

that are born to receive the necessary care and services 

after they are born. 

 

The man at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. called our  city a 

filthy, rat-infested and crime ridden. Well the real rat is 

the White House! 

 

Mary and Martha of Bethany in our text. These are the 

same sisters we meet in Chapter 11 when their brother, 

Lazarus is sick. You know the story of how they sent 

word to Jesus about it. But Jesus delayed His arrival and 

Lazarus died and things were sad when Jesus came 4 days 

later. Mary and Martha were in mourning upon the arrival 

of Jesus and they were both full of unanswered questions, 

unresolved issues and unstable emotions. And though the 

two sisters are in the story we want to focus in on Mary. 

She is the one that shows us what it means to “Let It All 

Out!” 

 

Something happens in her life that says she reached a 

“Changed Chapter” in her life. It’s a set conditions and 

circumstances that forever shifts your life. It’s the deci-

sions and actions based on those decisions that forever 

changes you. It is a shining, defining moment that sets 

your life in direction of your destiny! It is a moment that 

will never be forgotten by you and will become a matter 

of historical record for others to remember you. 

 

“What a wonderful change in my life has been wrought: 

Since Jesus came into my heart 

Floods of joy over my soul like a sea billows roll: 

Since Jesus came into my heart!” 

 

When we meet Mary in Chapter 11 she’s Pouting about 

Jesus. 

Pastor’s Report from the National Baptist Convention  
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When we meet Mary in Chapter 12 she’s Pouring it on 

Jesus. 

 

In Chapter 11 Mary is Broken and Bankrupt. 

In Chapter 12 Mary Breaks her Box and is Blessed. 

 

In Chapter 11 Mary’s mind is Cloudy and Convoluted 

about Jesus. 

In Chapter 12 Mary’s mind is no longer Cloudy and Con-

voluted about stuff that Jesus has changed in her Life! 

 

“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is 

stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.” (Isaiah 

26:3 KJV) 

 

Romans 12:1-2 (KJV) says, “I beseech ye therefore breth-

ren by the mercies of God that ye present your bodies a 

living sacrifice: holy, acceptable to God, which is your 

reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world, 

but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind that 

ye may prove what is: that good and acceptable and per-

fect will of God.” 

 

In Chapter 11 Mary is sad and sorrowful. 

In Chapter 12 Mary is at the Savior’s Feet. 

 

In Chapter 11 Mary is Crying. 

In Chapter 12 Mary is Celebrating. 

 

If you haven’t guessed it yet Chapter 12 is Mary’s 

“Changed Chapter!” Notice her “Changed Chapter” is 

couched in the context of her worship of Christ. In our 

text there is evidence that Mary had arrived at a “Changed 

Chapter” through her wonderful worship and praise of 

Jesus. She did this by: 

 

Indulging in some Actions that will Shift the  

Atmosphere 

 

“Let It All Out!” 

 

Make a Location Change for Locating Your Personal 

Treasure (Verse 2):  She had to move from the kitchen 

to her closet. 

 

The Kitchen is a public place of pots and pans for  

humanity’s preparation of physical food. Mary was 

with Martha in the kitchen for a season but she had a 

higher priority in mind with Jesus. 

The Closet is a pr ivate place of prayer , praise and 

worship for the provision of spiritual food.  In Mat-

thew 6:5 it says, “And when you pray, you shall not 

be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray stand-

ing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets 

that they may be seen of men. Truly, I say unto you, 

‘They have their reward.’ But you, when you pray, 

enter into your closet, and when you shut your door. 

Pray to the Father which is in secret: and your fa-

ther which sees in secret shall reward you openly.” 

 

It goes further in the same chapter and says in verse 21: 

“For where your treasure is there will your heart be  

also.” 

 

*Prayer is an important key to shifting the atmosphere 

and bringing everything to God in prayer. 

 

O what peace we often forfeit 

O what needless pain we bear 

All because we do not carry 

Everything to God in Prayer! 

 

“Let It All Out!” 

 

Moving Your Stuff to the Table (Verse 3):  You have 

got to bring all your stuff to the table. Be careful of who 

you share your stuff with. Mary went to her closet and got 

her alabaster box of ointment of spikenard. A very pre-

cious substance that cost a year’s wages to purchase. And 

Mary brought her box treasure box to the table. Seated at 

the table are: Our Lord Jesus Christ and the same man 

named Lazarus that He had recently raised from the dead. 

What do you bring to the table? Every one of us has 

something we can bring to the table of worship. And no-

body else can praise God like you can for what He has 

done for you! 

 

“Let It All Out!” 

 

Making Your Worship a Sacrificial Offering (Verse 

3):  She went to her closet and retrieved her alabaster box 

of ointment of spikenard and: 

Broke the Seal 

Poured it all out on Jesus 

Wiped Jesus’ feet with her hair (The Scripture says, 

“A woman’s hair is her glory.”) 

And the whole house was filled with the fragrance of 

the ointment. She shifted and changed the whole 

Pastor’s Report from the National Baptist Convention  
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atmosphere. 

 

Mary said ‘I’m not a sell-out; I’m just sharing what I’ve 

got with the Savior!” 

 

“Let It All Out!” 

 

Motivating God to Praise You (Verses 7-8): The ac-

tions of Mary in worship of Christ motivated the Lord to 

praise her for what she did. Only what you do for Christ 

will last! In these verses, Judas Iscariot criticizes Mary for 

the extravagance of her sacrificial worship in pour the 

expensive ointment on Jesus. His objections were masked 

by a feigned concern for the poor. But in reality, Judas 

was a thief. Our Lord Jesus’ praise of Mary was shown in 

His: 

 

 Protective Defense of her: Jesus said, “Let her 

alone.” 

 Purpose of her Sacrifice Explained: Jesus said, 

“She kept it for the day of my burial.” Some people 

wait until you are dead before they’ll say or do nice 

things for you. But Mary did it before Jesus died. She 

broke open her box while Jesus was alive before the 

body of Jesus was broken for her. 

 Privilege of Jesus Valued Presence Contrasted 

with the poor:  Jesus said, “The poor you will have 

with you always, but you do not always have me.” 

The Lord Jesus praised Mary for her recognition of 

the value of His Uncommon Presence when it comes 

to where you will use your treasure. Your praise and 

pouring out your all is never wasted on Jesus and we 

she give our all in His Presence. He honors her for the 

recognition of His Presence. 

 Perpetuation of her Memory by Preaching this 

Gospel (Matthew 26:13 NIV): Jesus said, “Truly I 

tell you, wherever this gospel is preached throughout 

this world, what she has done will also be told, in 

memory of her.” 

 

So Mary through her sweet aromatic activity of worship 

and praise Let It All Out!” She had: 

 

 Proven she had exper ienced a “Change Chapter .” 

 Participated by indulging in some actions to shift 

the atmosphere. 

 Pushed for  perfect timing to pour  it all out. 

 Perpetuated the memory of her  praise when Jesus 

praised her. “A woman that fears the Lord; she shall 

be praised.” (Proverbs 31:30b) 

 Wait on the Lord:  Psalm 27:14; Job 14:14; Isaiah 

40:31. 

 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2019 

 

WEDNESDAY MORNING 

 

Vice President, International Relations 

Reverend William Thompson, Presiding 

Devotional Message by Reverend Keelan Atkinson, NC 

 

Reports: 

 

Congress of Christian Education…Reverend James H. 

Cokley, SC 

Sunday School Publishing Board…Reverend C. Den-

nis Edwards, AR 

Statistician……Reverend Kenneth D. R. Clayton, NJ  

Housing Commission……Reverend Willie Gable, LA 

 

Home Mission Hour 

Reverend Gilbert Pickett, Executive Director, NY,  

Presiding 

 

Home Mission Report…….Reverend Leonard Gr iffin, 

Chairman, SC 

 

Sermon by Reverend C. P. Preston, FL 

 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON 

 

Break Out Session 

Faith Based Initiatives Division (FBID), NBC USA, 

Inc. 

 

Each church submits a report to this division telling of the 

work that their church is doing. The Convention will aid 

you in writing a grant for you in order that your church 

will receive funding. The FBID has access to all federal 

governmental agencies (such as The Department of the 

Interior) and their funding possibilities. Each church has 

to have a 501-C-3 to get the funds. They seemed to imply 

that there are differences between a Non-Profit organiza-

tion and a 501-C-3. What those differences I am not clear.  

 

There seems to be movement afoot to remove churches 

for the rolls of the tax exempt status. I do recall recently 

that the D.C. Government was taking churches through 

Pastor’s Report from the National Baptist Convention  
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Continued on page 11 

the process of reapplying for tax-exempt status.  This 

year’s session had some of the same things to report but 

no one has seen anything new. 

 

At 7:04 PM received a text message: “Please meet Presi-

dent Charles McNeil (National Capitol Baptist Conven-

tion of DC and Vicinity) in front of Hall E at the Conven-

tion Center at 8:30 AM sharp. President Young wants us 

down front when President McNeil makes his remarks. 

We will go in at 8:30 to take our seats.”  

 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2019 

 

THURSDAY MORNING 

Vice President-at-Large, 

Reverend Harry Blake, Presiding 

 

The President’s Hour 

Presentation of the President: Reverend William Thompson, 

BA 

 

The President’s Annual Address 

 

President Jerry Young acknowledged First Lady Young, 

all of the Convention Officers and Auxiliaries, Board 

Members and Past Presidents Dr. William J. Shaw and Dr. 

Julius Scruggs.  

 

The President spoke about the tenor and tone of those in 

the public square and how it needs to change. Plato says, 

“A man’s character is his credit rating.” President Young 

still believes the Bible the word of God. And the Bible is 

the truth. Some say that it contradicts itself. But the “Law 

of Contradiction” states: “That you can’t be “A” and “A” 

at the same time.” He believes the Resurrection of Jesus 

was a bodily resurrection: He didn’t faint or swoon He 

died. It the absolute and objective truth. 

 

Blaise Pascal, a mathematician, philosopher , and writ-

er, has been described as a theistic humanist. He is known 

for “Pascal’s Wager.” He recognized that the existence of 

God cannot be proved, but just in case: Belief is a wise 

wager. Granted that faith can’t be proved, what harm will 

come if you gamble on its truth and it proves false? If you 

gain, you gain all; if you lose, you lose nothing. Wager, 

then, without hesitation, that he exists.”  

 

Although unable to prove the existence of God, he also 

thought that humans had a spiritual need that could only 

be filled by belief: There is a God shaped void in the heart 

of every man which cannot be filled by any created thing, 

but only by God, the Creator, made known through Je-

sus.” 

  

Our authority is not in our giftedness or in how sweet our 

hoop, instead it is in the word of God. Epistemology is the 

theory of knowledge, especially with regard to methods, 

validity, and scope. It is the investigation of what distin-

guishes justified belief from opinion. 

 

The Bible is true literally but everything is not literally 

true. An atheist was going to hear a man named Martin 

Luther preach. Someone said, ‘you don’t believe what 

he’s preaching, do you?” He said, “I am going to hear him 

because he (Martin Luther) believes what he’s preaching. 

That’s why I’m going!” 

 

The President closed by saying why our churches are in 

bad shape is because we’ve got: 

 

 Contaminated Salt: R. C. Sproul said it’s because 

of “isms” - Secularism, Humanism and Existentialism 

in the church; 

 Concealed Lights: Darkness and Decay on every 

hand. 

 

But Jesus gives us hope in Matthew 16 when He said, 

“Upon this rock I will build my church and the gates of 

hell shall not prevail against it.” 

 

THURSDAY EVENING 

Vice President, Southwest Region 

Reverend Vernon Swift, Presiding 

 

Affirmation of the President of the National Baptist Conven-

tion, USA, Inc. 

 

At the evening session, something historic occurred (at 

least for us). We’ve been going to the Convention since 

1987 (32 years). For the first time we witnessed an elec-

tion year for our convention and there was a voice vote 

taken in the evening session to affirm that the incumbent 

president would remain in office for another term (five 

Years). President Jerry Young is in office for five more 

Pastor’s Report from the National Baptist Convention  
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                                  From the Heart 

I want to be a  

follower of Christ,  

I want to be one of 

His disciples,  

I want to walk in the 

newness of life, 

 So let me be a  

follower of Christ! 
 

“GFBC IS JOURNEYING WITH JESUS IN 

2019”  
 

We are in a most positive sense “B.A.D.” Disciples of 

Christ —  “Bountiful Blessings, Abundant Life, Doing 

God’s Will”  (Mark 3:13-19). 

 

G 
race (unmerited favor and blessing) and peace 

from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be 

to you all. Some of you may remember this song. 

It used to be one of the popular songs in the 

Church. Back in the day you always heard of how im-

portant it is to be a disciple of Christ. But as the times 

change and each generation gets more and more self-

sufficient people do not feel that this attitude of disciple-

ship applies to them; however, this mind set is not pleas-

ing to the Lord. As the apostle Paul writes in the book of 

Philippians, we are to have the mind of Christ. 

(Philippians 2:5-11)  We are to have a surrendered and 

submissive spirit so as to be eager to learn and to be 

taught by the one(s) the Lord has put in our lives to lead 

us in the right path. The path of righteousness for His 

name sake (Psalm 23:3)  

 

In the Church, we have the ultimate Head Jesus the Christ, 

the Chief Shepherd (I Peter 5:4), Immanuel, God in the 

flesh (Isaiah 7:14), the great Shepherd of the sheep.

(Hebrews 13:20)  The Lord tells us, “And I will give you 

shepherds according to My heart, who will feed you 

with knowledge and understanding.” (Jeremiah 3:15) 

Pastors who are also teachers are two of the five gifts giv-

en to the Church. (Ephesians 4:11) These are the called 

who are to lead God’s people as the Lord leads them! Isn’t 

it wonderful how the Lord looks after us? He loves us so 

very much. He taught us how to love. He loved us first 

and by his divine providence He called us, gifted us and 

assigned our purpose to each one of us before we were 

born! Glory to God!!! He showed us real true love… un-

conditional love (agapé).  

 

My heart’s desire is to awaken our way of thinking when 

it comes to serving the Lord. Pastor taught us in Bible 

Study how Missions, Evangelism and Discipleship must 

be active ministry functions in the Church. We must be 

disciple minded. Then and only then can we do as Jesus 

told us to do which is to “make disciples”. Here are five 

points of attitude we must have to be disciples and then to 

make disciples of Christ: 

 

 Be a follower of a God-assigned Master or Teacher 

(Pastor/Shepherd); 

 Emulate the example of his/her teaching; 

 Have the attitude of Learning and Studying; 

 Be easy to teach – “as an empty pitcher before a full 

fountain”; 

 Must be eager to learn. 

 

Unfortunately, in many cases this attitude is not as preva-

lent in the Church of today. Somehow it has been forgot-

ten in the Family of God. Let us be a part of reviving the 

attitude of being a disciple of Christ.  Someone who fol-

lows the leader as they follow Christ. Someone who emu-

lates their teaching; has an attitude of learning and study-

ing. Someone who is easy to teach and eager to learn. As 

we grow and mature in the things of God we make living 

for Him a priority. When we always put Him first the 

Lord gives us the capacity to love better, to serve better 

and to live better. This thing is catchy, Saints. We can ig-

nite a Holy Spirit fire which will burn away all the impuri-

ties that hinder us from being all the Lord wants us to be. 

Hallelujah!!!! It is like a refiner’s fire to make us come 

out shining like pure gold! We can inspire and encourage 

others to walk in the newness of life. We can enlighten 

people of all ages, both male and female, from all walks 

of life, to be followers of Christ. In doing this we must 

show forth the Love of God!!!!   

 

Below is a message of encouragement especially for Fe-

males of all ages who serve the Lord God almighty: 

 

 “As Women of God, disciples of Christ, part of our 

divine purpose and divine destiny is to let our light 

so shine before men, women, boys and girls of all 

walks of life as a testimony portraying the senti-

ments, the heart and the will of the Lord, Kurios,  

according to His divine love and wisdom.” 
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  From the Heart 

 As Jesus said, “Go therefore and teach—make  

disciples—of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, teaching to observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 

even to the end of the age.” Amen.   

                                       (Matthew 28:18-20)  

 

Pass It On 

by Kurt Kaiser 

 

“It only takes a spark to get the fire going, 

And soon all those around can warm up in its glowing; 

That’s how it is with God’s love; Once you’ve  

experienced it 

You spread His love to everyone; You want to pass it on.” 

 

May you receive this Benediction, blessing, into your 

lives. 

years.   

 

At the Mid-Winter Meeting this year it was determined 

that there were zero (0) persons that qualified to contend 

in an election against President Young. As was stated ear-

lier, according to the NBC USA, Inc. Election Commis-

sion Rules: each contending candidate must have at least 

100 endorsement letters from Baptist Churches by Decem-

ber 31, 2018.   Also according to Constitution and By-

Laws of the Convention the voice vote must take place at 

the Thursday Evening Meeting during our Annual Session. 

 

During the week, a number of Convention officers were 

indicating that they would not hold office during President 

Young’s next term. Notably, the Vice President-at-Large 

Dr. Harry Blake will not be returning to office.  Thus Pres-

ident Young will be appointing other cabinet members to 

serve in the coming term. 

 

The whole process of the Affirmation of the President last-

ed approximately 20 minutes. 

Pastor’s Report from the National Baptist Convention  (from page 9) 

Now may the God of peace—[Who is] the Au-

thor and the Giver of peace—and Who brought again 

from among the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shep-

herd of the sheep, by the blood [that sealed, ratified] 

the everlasting agreement [covenant, testament], Isa. 

63:11; Zech. 9:11; Isa. 55:3; Ezek. 37:26.] 

Strengthen (complete, perfect) and make you 

what you ought to be, and equip you with everything 

good that you may carry out His will; [while He him-

self] works in you and accomplishes that which is 

pleasing in His sight. Through Jesus Christ, the Mes-

siah; to Whom be the glory forever and ever—to the 

ages of the ages. Amen—so be it. 

Hebrews 13:20-21 TAB 

 

          First Lady Bonita L. Ridley      

 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2019 

 

First Lady Ridley and I took our Southwest Airlines Flight 

from New Orleans to BWI Airport and we made it home 

safely. Thank You Lord. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Reverend Dr. Winston C. Ridley, Jr., Pastor 

The Greater First Baptist Church, Washington, D.C. 
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  Ministry—Creative Arts 

A Brand New Era for The  
Creative Arts at The Greater First  

Baptist Church  
 

The Creative Arts Ministry was founded by First Lady 

Bonita L. Ridley over 17 years ago. It was her vision that 

the Ministry would embrace not only the existing drama 

program, but emerging programs as well.  
 

For over 40 years, Dr. Judith Webb (Imani Rising), along 

with several other long-standing, dedicated members, 

staged dramatic productions for seasonal celebrations, 

church anniversaries and other special observances. The 

drama team worked closely with the Sunday School, the 

BTU, Vacation Bible School and various ad hoc commit-

tees which sponsored major church events. Concurrently, 

Dr. Webb served as co-producer of a citywide showcase of 

student talent and as the D.C. State Director of an interna-

tional drama association and a national problem-solving 

organization.  
 

Earning a well deserved “rolling retirement,” Imani Rising 

has introduced a newly inspired team of millennials who 

have graciously accepted the baton and moved seamlessly 

ahead with dynamic energy.  
 

Performing a key role as Artistic Director is Sister Tameka 

Johnson, also a member of the music ministry. For well 

over 20 years, Sister Johnson has worked tirelessly in the 

District of Columbia Public Schools and the community 

on producing and assisting others in staging several types 

of artistic endeavors. She has completed recent in-service 

training and specialized coaching in set design. In addition 

to being an entrepreneur, Sister Johnson is assisting stu-

dents at a local university by demonstrating unique and 

unorthodox approaches to design.  Even at Greater First, 

Sister Johnson, for over five years, collaborated closely on 

behalf of the Music Ministry with the Creative Arts Minis-

try.  For example, she designed the winter wonderland for 

children staged at the annual “Christmas and All That 

Jazz” and created vivid staging and costumes for the out-

standing signature programs presented by the multi-

talented Music Ministry led by the awesome Dr. Blanche 

Hammond.  Ms. Johnson also volunteered her services to 

the Creative Arts Ministry for several years, as it assisted 

other church ministries with requested creative projects. 
 

As a special assistant to Sister Johnson, Brother Michael 

Benjamin, also a member of the Usher Ministry, has 

helped to create a phenomenal “Team Approach” to the 

Creative Arts Ministry. With a background in voice and 

diction, Brother Benjamin brings a fresh approach to char-

acter analysis.  
 

The team feels particularly blessed that children, youth, 

and adults willingly participate as cast members whenever 

asked. Dr. Webb, along with the team, is helping to final-

ize the staff which will include several students.  
 

Already, the team has expanded with multi-ministry col-

laborations and new branding. Its latest innovations in-

clude an eco-friendly “green set” staged in December; a 

month-long Women’s History Month Museum in March; 

and a Children’s Photo Gallery in June.  
 

Bound for success, the Creative Arts Ministry will contin-

ue its courageous journey with Jesus in 2019.  

 

Submitted by Dr. Judith Webb 

GFBC Outreach Ministry 
Community Week! 

 

On Sunday, September 16, 2019 the GFBC Outreach Min-

istry kicked off “Community Week” with Jersey Day.  

Church members and friends from the community arrived 

at the 11:00 am service adorned in a sports team jersey/tee 

shirt of their liking.   Even our Pastor and First Lady got 

involved, sporting their Pittsburg Steelers shirts.  The mes-

sage for the day was “NFL, Inc.” Now Forever Living In 

Christ.  Romans 6:1-9.  Though we dressed a little differ-

ent on the outside we still celebrated the love of God on 

the inside.   

 

“Community Week” was a great opportunity for us to 

reach out and be a blessing to our surrounding community 

family.  We invited them to Tuesday night bible study.  

Thursday we gave away bags of groceries.  The first 50 

people received a whole Perdue chicken.  Friday, we 

showed the movie God’s Compass.  If you have not seen 

it, you might want to check it out (keep some tissue close).  

Then on Saturday we had a “Prayer Brunch” where church 

members and friends from the community fellowshipped 

together.  Rev. Frances Williams gave us some words of 

encouragement and Brother Michael Hamilton blessed us 

with a song.   A good time was had by all that attended.   

We dined on fried chicken, baked salmon, spinach and 

mushroom frittata, deviled eggs and much more.  One of 

our guests from the senior living apartment building was 
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Session Theme—Missions:  Loving,  
Sacrificing and Giving (John 3:16) 

 

The 122nd annual session of the Lott Carey Baptist Foreign 

Mission Society (known as Lott Carey) was held August 

10-16, 2019, in Grand Rapids, MI.  Lott Carey was found-

ed by Rev. Lott Carey, a black man who was born en-

slaved in Charles City County, VA in 1780.  He bought 

his freedom in 1813 and he and his team arrived in Free-

town, Sierra Leone in March 1821.  They soon settled in 

Liberia.  Lott Carey was organized at the Shiloh Baptist 

Church here in Washington, DC in 1897.  Today, Lott 

Carey is a leading global missions agency that helps 

churches invest in Christian missions around the world. 

 

We traveled by motorcoach departing Sunday, August 11, 

2019, at 5:30 am from Maple Springs Baptist Church in 

Capitol Heights, MD.  We arrived in our rooms in Grand 

Rapids around 7:00 pm.  Monday, we picked up our regis-

tration packets and became familiar with the sites where 

classes were held.  At 7:30 pm, we attended the worship 

arts concert. 

 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings we attended 

mission education classes from 7:30 am to 9:15 am.  Dea-

coness Minnie Gardner stated that our textbook “How to 

Be a World-Class Christian” by Paul Borthwick, gives 

practical ministry suggestions and is a good resource 

book.  After class, services began at 9:30 am to noon, 

lunch noon to 2:00 pm, services from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm, 

dinner from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm and evening services be-

gan at 7:00 pm usually ending around 9:00 pm.  

 

The official opening was Tuesday at the 9:30 am service 

where the service was called to order by President Grego-

ry J. Jackson.  Welcome and greetings were received by 

Mr. Mark Washington, the black city manager who in-

formed us that the police chief is also black. 

 

All of the services included inspirational singing, a ser-

mon, reports from Men on Missions and Women in Ser-

vice Everywhere (WISE), conversations with international 

guests speaking on how Lott Carey had helped them.  One 

speaker expressed much gratitude when he saw 14 black 

women coming to assist them.  Countries are delighted to 

see us as their black sisters and brothers coming to help 

them. Lott Carey trains their volunteers to assist people in 

their way of life, they do not go in trying to change things.  

The Lott Carey women were so well received that the vil-

lage women made dresses for them. 

celebrating her 84th birthday and she came to spend some 

of her special day with GFBC.  Our new member, Robert, 

also came to the brunch after joining the church on Sun-

day.  The Lord has blessed us in a special way and we are 

so grateful to be able to do God’s will.    

 

A special thanks to Sis. Diane Byrd and Sis. Della Cobb 

for always lending a helping hand to the Outreach Minis-

try.  We truly appreciate you! 

 

“And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the 

greatest of these is love.” 1 Corinthians 13 

 

Submitted by 

The Outreach Ministry 

Top (l-r):  Rev. Winston C. and First Lady Bonita L. Ridley 

are in Pittsburgh Steelers’ shirts;  Rev. Robert Hood is 

wearing a Washington Redskins polo shirt. 

 

Bottom (l-r):  The Washington Family—Robyn, Eric and 

Bobby—and Sister Geraldine Johnson are wearing Red-

skins jerseys. 

Greater First Baptist Events 
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There were a number of young people present who were 

engaged in feeding the hungry, and singing and praising 

the Lord. 

 

Lott Carey has an association with the Red Cross.  Red 

Cross volunteers explained their missions when disaster 

strikes.  They are practically begging black people to get 

involved.  The Red Cross works with churches so that we 

can be “Red Cross Ready” in case of disasters.  Visit Red-

Cross.org for more information on disaster and emergency 

preparedness. They had a blood donation drive at the ses-

sion. 

 

Trustee Gloria Stewart said that her teacher, Rev. Jerome 

Washington from Durham, NC stated “We must some-

times put ourselves in the place of the person we are help-

ing.”  She said it was heartwarming to see the statute of 

Rosa Parks, even though she lived in Detroit.  She was 

honored in Grand Rapids and the city has a beautiful park 

named after her.  “I learned more compassion on giving 

from the trip.” 

 

Sister Ella Williams was saddened to hear that the water 

situation has not been resolved in Flint, MI.  

 

Thursday night was President’s night and this is the night 

President Jackson gave the message.  He stated that when 

God gives you a vision, He gives you provisions.  The 

financial goal for the evening  was to raise $350,000.  

Over $362,000 was received in the offering. 

 

On Friday, we left Grand Rapids around 9:30 am and with 

rest breaks and meal stops, arrived safely back to Maple 

Springs around 9:30 pm     

We give special thanks to the church clerk, Sister Linda 

Watkins, for making reservations and registering us and 

also thanks to Sister Dorothy Pratt for her assistance. 

 

The convention will be held in Washington, DC next year, 

August 9-13, 2020. 

 

We are called to “LIVE SIMPLY SO THAT OTHERS 

MAY SIMPLY LIVE”. 

 

Attendees:  Sister Ella Williams, Trustee Gloria Stewart, 

Deaconesses Minnie Gardner and Jean W. Johnson 

Lott Carey Conference 

(l-r):  Trustee Gloria Stewart; Deaconess Jean Johnson;  

Deaconess Minnie Gardner and Sister Ella Williams. 

The Creative Arts Ministry presented the Black History Month pro-

gram in February.  Participants included Brother Canion Huggins; Sister 

Barbara Bullock; Brother Michael Benjamin; Sister Jennifer Asante;  

Miss Diamond Hernandez, Brother Michael O’Leary; Sister LaDean 

Holman; Sister Joanne Chukwa; Sister Carmen Peters (back row); 

Brother Darryl Pleasant (back row); Brother Dylan Atkins; Dr. Judith 

Webb and Sister Tameka Johnson. 

Black 
History 
Program 
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  Greater First Baptist Events 

The Baptist Ministers’ Wives and Widows Association of 

Washington, DC and Vicinity, Inc.’s Annual Fellowship 

Breakfast was held at the Camelot on Saturday, April 13, 

2019 from 8 am until Noon.  Our own Dellasaundra Cobb 

was one of nine recipients of the Faithful Servant Award 

presented to her for over 36 years of faithful and dedicat-

ed service to the Greater First Baptist Church. 

The Deaconess Ministry of GFBC sponsored an Emergen-

cy Preparedness Update, Session #2 on Saturday, March 

30, 2019 from 9:30 until 11:30 am.  The topic was “How 

to properly prepare an Emergency Go Kit and 72-Hour 

Supply Kit.”  The guest speaker was Mr. Michael Briscoe 

from the “Serve DC Program” of the Mayor’s Office. 

Ghanaian Royalty 

Pictured:  Princess Asie Ocansey in the red headdress standing next to First Lady Bonita Ridley and Dr. Judith Webb.  Sister Tameka 

Johnson is on the left; Sister Ella Williams is on the right and they all surround our newest, youngest members. 

On Sunday, March 17, 2019,  Her Excellency Rev. Dr. Princess Asie Kabuki Ocansey from Ghana, visited Greater First 

Baptist Church.  She was in town to promote “The Year of the Return.”    

Emergency Preparedness 

(l-r):  Deacon Eugene Scates; Mr. Michael Briscoe; Deaconess Marga-

ret ‘Gerri’ Green; Rev. Winston Ridley, Jr., First Lady Bonita Ridley; 

Deaconess Sharon Cooper and Deaconess Jean Johnson. 

BMWWA’s Annual Breakfast 

Pictured left:  Sister Della Cobb receiving an award from Rev. 

Ridley and First Lady Ridley. 
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Caleb’s Class presented “The Seven Last Sayings of Jesus, 

A Good Friday Worship Service” on Friday, April 19, 

2019 at 11:00 am.  The speakers were:  Brother Lawrence 

Turner, first word; Sister Donna Brooks, second word; 

Sister Linda Watkins, third word; Trustee Denise Johnson, 

fourth word; Sister Frances Alves, fifth word; Deacon An-

thony Hood, sixth word; and Rev. Frances Williams, sev-

enth word. 

Good Friday Celebration 

Deacon Anthony Hood and Sunday School Superintendent Donna 

Brooks. 

Resurrection Day Services 
 

The Music Ministry presented “You Thought of Us,” an 

Easter musical arranged by Camp Kirkland and Blanche 

Hammond, on Sunday, April 21, 2019 at 10:30 am.  Other 

ministries who assisted in the presentation were the Crea-

tive Arts, Sacred Dance, Audi-Visual and Kitchen Minis-

tries. 

IPM Prayer Breakfast 
 

The Intercessory Prayer Ministry held a prayer breakfast 

on Saturday, March 16, 2019 at 9:30 am.  The program 

was entitled “Answering the Call to Prayer!”  The guest 

speaker was Elder Angela Thornton.  Sister Lisa C. Turner 

is the director of the IPM. 

Summer Camp 
 

GFBC held its annual Sum-

mer Camp beginning Mon-

day, June 24, 2019 from 

8:30 am – 1:30 pm, ages 

four to thirteen.  The theme 

was “We are Traveling with 

Jesus.”  The attendees received free breakfast and lunch. 

Vacation Bible School 
 

GFBC held Vacation Bible School 

Monday, July 8th thru Friday, July, 

12th from 6:15 to 8:15 pm.  The 

theme for 2019 was “S.T.U. – Super 

Training University with Jesus.”  

Frances Alves was the VBS director 

and Dr. Judith Webb was the co-director. 

C.E.N.T.E.R.E.D.   
 
C.E.N.T.E.R.E.D. In Christ 

invited Minister Marcus Turner 

to speak on Sunday, September 

22, 2019.  Minister Turner is 

the Worship Director at New 

Life Church, LaPlata, MD.  The 

Worship Leader for the morning was Brother Brandon 

Stanard.   

Missionaries 
 

GFBC celebrated Missionary Day 

on Sunday, September 29, 2019 

during morning service.  The 

theme was “Called to Serve.”  

Rev. Frances E. Williams deliv-

ered the message. 

 

Eliza Smallwood Missionary Ministry 
Anniversary 
 

The Eliza Smallwood Missionary Ministry celebrated 

their 138th Anniversary on Sunday, October 20, 2019 dur-

ing the morning service.  Their theme was “Missionaries 

Doing God’s Work.”  The guest speaker was Rev. Ernes-

tine Jones of St. John United Baptist Church, Washington, 

DC.  Sister Gladys Baskett is president of the ministry. 

Greater First Baptist Events 
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Pastor’s Pre-Anniversary Celebration 
 

A Pre-18th Pastor’s Anniversary Reception was held on 

Saturday, May 18, 2019 from 4:00 – 6:00 pm.  The theme 

was:  “Celebrating and Appreciating the Giver of Spiritual 

Knowledge.”  Refreshments were served.  The colors for 

the anniversary were sky blue and white and the refresh-

ments reflected those colors. 

 

 

Pastor’s Anniversary 

GFBC celebrated the 18th Anniversary of the Pastor, Rev. 

Dr. Winston C. Ridley, Jr., and First Lady, Bonita L. Rid-

ley on Sunday, May 19, 2019.  The Rev. Robert G. 

Childs, Senior Pastor of the Berean Baptist Church, 

Washington, DC, delivered the message.  A repast and 

afternoon program followed the morning service.  Guests 

The Mighty Men Male Chorus of GFBC presented “Sanctified Men of God in Concert” on Saturday, April 27, 2019 at 

4:00 pm and featured the Male Chorus of Shiloh Baptist Church, Alexandria, VA; the Male Chorus of Canaan Baptist 

Church, DC; the Recovering Angels, DC; and the Mighty Men Male Chorus of GFBC.  Deacon Gamelia Jackson serves  

as president of the Mighty Men Male Chorus. 

Mighty Men Male Chorus Concert 

included Miss Sandra Carter, guest soloist, and Dr. Marie 

Bowe-Quick, President of the Baptist Ministers’ Wives 

and Widows Association of Washington, DC and Vicinity, 

Inc.  Deacons Gene Mays and Eugene Scates were the 

chairpersons of the celebration.   

 

Church Anniversary 
 

GFBC celebrated its 141st Anniversary on 

Sunday, May 26, 2019 during morning 

service. Rev. Robert Hood, Associate Min-

ister, was the anniversary messenger.  The 

colors for the day were black and white. 

Greater First Baptist Events 
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Prayer Breakfast 
 

The Men’s Ministry of GFBC held their 

annual prayer breakfast on Saturday, Oc-

tober 19, 2019 at 9:30 am.  The guest 

preacher was Rev. Dr. John Cox, Pastor 

of the Vermont Avenue Baptist Church.  

Brother Willie Lee is the president of the 

Men’s Ministry. 

 

Farewell Luncheon 
 

The Senior Usher Ministry and guests celebrated the Ser-

vice of President Carolyn Hereford at Maggiano’s Little 

Italy Restaurant on Saturday, November 9, 2019 at noon.  

Carolyn has served as the president of the Ushers’ Minis-

try for six years and numerous years as Vice President 

under Deacon Edward Banks.  She was presented with a 

plaque for her years of service, leadership and dedication.  

Carolyn will be leaving the Washington area and moving 

to Florida to live with her daughter.   

Senior Ushers’ Anniversary 
 

The Senior Usher Ministry celebrated their 139th Anniver-

sary on Sunday, November 10, 2019.  The theme was “In 

Service for the Lord.”  Rev. Ridley delivered the message.  

GFBC veterans were also rec-

ognized during the morning 

service.  A repast followed the 

service in Memorial Hall.  

Sister Lasonya Olden and  

Sister Tonya Atkins were the 

anniversary co-chairs. 

 

 

Diabetes Awareness 
 

The Mary E. Peyton Nurses’ Ministry hosted “A Call to 

Action…A Diabetes Awareness Event” on Saturday, No-

vember 2, 2019.  The guest facilitator was Ms. Tanya 

Whiting, RN, who is a diabetes educator.  She gave an 

overview of the types of dia-

betes, causes, symptoms and 

diagnoses, treatment and care, 

and dining tips for managing 

diabetes.  Attendees received 

a free blood sugar monitor.  

November is National Diabe-

tes Awareness Month.  Sister 

Lynell Rawlings is president 

of the Nurses’ Ministry. 

 

 

Daughters of Zion 
 
The Daughters of Zion Women’s Ministry celebrated 

“Women in Excellence—Determined and Destiny Driven” 

on Sunday, November 17, 2019 during morning service.  

First Lady Ridley served as the worship leader and Sister 

Lynne Freeman Bannerman was the scripture reader.  The 

guest evangelist was Rev. Barbie Daughtry, Associate 

Minister at Maple Springs Baptist Church, Capitol Heights, 

MD.   

 

The program also featured 

“Special Visitors from Bible  

History,” such as Jael, the wife of 

Heber the Kenite and Phoebe who 

the apostle Paul referred to as a 

deacon (portrayed by Sister  

Carmen Peters, right). 

(l-r);  Rev. Gary Daughtry, Rev. Barbie Daughtry, First Lady 

Bonita Ridley and Rev. Winston C. Ridley. 

Greater First Baptist Events 
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ATTENTION TO ALL AIR TRAVELERS 
 

Beginning October 1, 2020*, all air travelers 18 years of 

age or older who use their driver’s license as ID must have 

a Real ID-compliant license to board an airplane and to 

access federal facilities.  The Real ID Act becomes effec-

tive October 1, 2020.  By law, states are mandated to issue 

ID’s with counterfeit-resistant security features.   

 

What is a Real ID?  It is a state issued ID that has met the 

federal standards that are in place for identification pur-

poses.  This came about after the 9/11 committee made the 

recommendations that this form of identification be estab-

lished for federal purposes.   To get a Real ID-compliant 

license In Washington, DC applicants must provide docu-

ments to prove their identity, their social security number, 

and legal residency in the United States.  Information for 

Maryland and Virginia was not as easily available.   Check 

with your Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) for fur-

ther information.  Since you will need to go in person to 

present your documentation, you want to be sure to have 

the proper papers. 

 

A Real ID-compliant license is generally identifiable by a 

star located in the upper-right corner.  If you have renewed 

your license recently, you may already be in possession of 

the Real-ID-compliant license.  If in doubt, contact your 

DMV. 

Submitted by Deaconess Jean W Johnson 

Christmas and All That Jazz 
 

A perennial favorite returned this year to GFBC to the de-

light of the many attendees—”Christmas and All That 

Jazz.”  The program was bigger than before, so much so, 

that the venue was moved from Fellowship Hall to Memo-

rial Hall.  Favorite music artists also returned—

saxophonist David Tauler; Cilista Johnson who sang 

“Santa Baby”; and the men who sang a bittersweet “Silent 

Night” for the first time without bass Enas McSwain.  

There were first timers as well—Ebony Jackson, Shawn 

Pearson and Sheri Jackson Thomas, to name a few. 

 

Fellowship Hall was transformed into Santa’s Workshop 

for young people, complete with crafts and Santa Claus.  

The program was a great success! 

 

  Greater First Baptist Events                      Helpful Tips 

 

*Note:  Since Deaconess Johnson 

submitted this article, the date of com-
pliance has been moved back  to  
October 1, 2021, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  


